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of the Upanishads, was, as such, the soul and creator of the universe,
In traditional iconographyl he is represented with four heads and

four arms (Fig. 87 and
136); two of his hands bear
the four books of the Vedas,
and he is seated upon the
back of the Indian swan
(hamsa). He is sometimes
accompanied by his consort,
Sarasvati, the goddess of elo-
quence and music, who bears
as her attributes the shell
(sankha) and the disk (cha*
km) and rides upon a pea-
cock.2 In spite of these
personal characteristics
Brahma, by very reason of
his origin, always remained
too philosophic and abstract
a divinity to play a very
great part in worship, litera-
ture, and art. All the popu-
larity and vigour of Hindu-
ism continued to be attached
-Mwfe Guimet. Archives of the Museum to Vishnu-Krishna and Siva.

Vishnu, also known as Hari and Narayana, is one of the most an-
cient gods of India, for, as a solar deity, he figures in the pantheon

1 See 0. C. Gangoly: "Some Images of Brahma of the Choja Period," in Rupam,
July-October 1928; UA Stone Figure of Brahma" (South Indian, X-XIth century),
Bulletin of the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, May 1927 (No. 5).

^ 2 See Krishna Sastri: Sooth Indian Images of Gods and Goddesses (Madras, 1916),
Fig. 6-9 (showing some very beautiful reliefs and statues from Mavalipuram, Kum-
bakanam, Tiruvadi, and Kandiyur).

FIGURE 90
Siva in the pose of the jnana " dakshinamurti"